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information and strategies to 
further reduce the cost of serious 
injury; better apportioning of 
Workers’ Compensation injury 
claims to industry sectors (i.e. 
mixed farming operations) is 
required.

Better information is also 
required from cotton growers, to 
provide more detail about how 
serious injury and near-miss 
incidents occur.  This would 
increase the rate of health and 
safety improvement, especially 
to obtain a significant reduction 
in serious injury, Workers’ 
Compensation costs and claims.

cotton sector, which was 
significantly lower than the 
median for the grains sector 
($4,275) and all Australian 
agriculture ($7,100).

•	 The serious injury claims 
comprised between 97.8-99.4% 
of all time lost and 94.6-99.03% 
of all compensation costs in 
these years.  This indicates that 
the major burden associated 
with injuries is those that 
are more severe in nature.  
Consequently, these should be 
prioritised for attention as key 
risks or hazards.

Injury Self-Report 

A series of cotton farm safety 
workshops were conducted with 
growers throughout the last 
six months of 2013. Workshop 
venues included - Boggabri, 
Bourke, Brookstead, Carroll, 
Dalby, Gunnedah, Moree, 
Mungindi, Narromine, St George 
(x2) and Theodore.  In total 
approximately 80 growers 
attended these farm safety 
workshops.

At these workshops, growers 
were asked what have been 
the major types of injury on 
their properties in recent years. 
Growers reported that recent 
serious injury and near miss 
incidents involved motor 
vehicles, pickers, module 
builders, tractors, spray rigs and 
quads.

Summary

Workers’ Compensation Injury 
Data alone does not does 
identify and provide detailed 
information on the mechanism 
and cause of injury compared to 
data from the National Coronial 
Database.

To more accurately provide 
the cotton growing industry 
with better health and safety 
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