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The research aims and methods

1. To investigate the aspirations of people living in
rural and regional Australia in terms of their
future and how these can be envisaged

2. To show how improvements can be made to
decision making processes that affect rural
areas

Interviews with people in the Murrumbidgee
Irrigation Area and Australian Capital Region
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Vision: multifaceted and interconnected

« Agriculture as a valued source of production and
contribution

» Food security planning and a regional approach

» Family farms and strong communities

« Balancing community and farming interests

» Working more with nature and natural processes

« Sharing and passing on knowledge and experience

« Fixing problems such as the perceived rural-urban divide
« Better decision-making processes — transparency etc.

» Decision-makers who understand challenges in rural

areas
R ' T



al Institute for Regional and Rural Australia

Implications for decision-makers

« Develop a vision to include land stewardship; resilience
of communities and ecosystems, and food production
and food security

+ Include in the vision how people are to be engaged in
decision-making processes (opportunity to participate,
receive information, have issues addressed, etc.)

» Include in the vision how knowledge and understanding
are to be shared between government/agency and
country people (requires investment in people who
understand both areas and can talk the language of both
policy and farming)
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Sustaining rural communities

« Vision is both what should be done and how it should be
done

« Vision starts with the here and now, fixing problems and
developing plans

« Vision is about fairness and respect: the way people are
treated influences their acceptance of policies and
decisions

= Responsibility and information must go in both directions
-- stakeholder and decision-maker
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Next steps

* Consultative process
* Rural Communities Conference

- 18 April, 2012

— Narrabri
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Policy-makers currently have vision
statements and strategy documents to
guide them

e.g.
» DAFF: ‘Strategic Statement’

« Department of Regional Australia:
‘Strategic Statement’
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Dept. Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries:

Our Our Goals
For the Australian people Resources
Safe and secure food choices Ensuring the sustalnable
For our portfolio industries use of natural resources
Globally competitive and Productivity
sustainable industries Improving the
For our department competitiveness of
A smart place, with portfolio industnes
smart people Markets

Enabling trade in goods
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Dept. of Regional Aust. RDLG

hW'm
Chur wison

sEmpower sach region and kocal community o be its besl
Owir mission
Improve the wellbeing of Australians by strengthening the sustenability of regions, territones and
comemunitsss
W do this through:
= Strang local parnerships
= Influential policy leadership
+ Efeciive service and progrem deliery
= Highty skilled. well supponed professional people
Cur outcomes
As erticulsted n e 2011-12 Partolis Budgat Statements (PES), the Department contributes to e
walbhaing of sl Australians by astisting the Govemment to achisws the folowing culcomes
Ouric o 1 Coominated comrurnty infrastrectuns n runsl. régeonal &nd iotal Govemment B
through financl ssuistance.
Outcome 7 Good govemance in e Auctralien Tertores Bwough the maintenance and improvems
of the overarching legisiative frarmework for self-goveming temitories. and lews and
sanvices for non-sall-goveming bembonss, ?
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Examples from Elsewhere?

The Cork Declaration
— European Union 1996
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Don’t forget we want feedback!

Visit http://nirra.anu.edu.au/forum/2774
and join the discussion
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