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The median age of farmers in Australia is? 

1. 45 
2. 56 
3. 61 
4. 51 
5. 65 
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What is the number of farming families (reference 
person and or spouse or partner) whose main 

occupation was farming in 2006? 

1. 318,400 

2. 400,300 

3. 102,600 

4. 212,700 



What proportion of farmers are under 35 
years of age? 

1. 1 QO/o 

2 . 14°/o 

3. 19°/o 
4 . 24°/o 

5. 30°/o 
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In 1893 women working or contributing to 
farm work were removed from the census. 

1. True 

2. False 

Ref; ABS 2006 1384.6 Sb:tistic; 
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Approximately one child dies every month 
on Australian farms? 

1. True 
2. False 
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Sustainable Farm Families 

> Better health 

> Better business 

> Better understanding 



Current health issues 
• Agricultural accidents 

• Disasters, disaster responses 
• Medical emergencies 

• Zoonoses 

• Skin complaints 
• Musculoskeletal disorders 

• Chemical pesticide exposLres 

• Depression and suicide 
• Stress and anxiety 
• Domestic violence 
• Drug and alcohol abuse 
• Respiratory diseases 
• Cardiovascular disease 
• Cancers 
• Diabetes 
• Hearing disorders 

Compounded by reduced access to health and social services 
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-
Pmalence d 0...rwoiglll and Obosly (EN) 

(Age-N=1800) 

{Rd. Am:tnli:m Ti:iditutc ofHo lth &Wdhre report 2008) 

....... 



Hypertension Prevalence BP ~130185 

.... 

-·-
(Rct Answli .. hulitutc of Health &Wdbrc ~port 2008) 
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Prevalence of Impaired Glucose Metabolism 
N=1796 

J.i.V' ...... 

IGT :.5.5 mmoVL 
(Ref. Au.str.tliui ln.stibltc ofH('alth &Wclfiul: report 2008) 
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- SOOrt Tenn Hi!jl Risk f.ge (N= 1562) 

(Rd . Aw:tnli:m Ti:utitu tc of Mo lth &Wdhre Rc:pon 2008) 



Has SFF prompted you to think d ifferently about 
managing work on the farm? (n=422) .. 

... 

• Specie a:lonb1mp10vt)'Otlr 
...~ 

• T al:ng lmdlfP mor. r.qJbrlf 

OSPi"'dng moretm9'9f1 ~~ 

e 1111proVY19 •r• ~ff/ prac~ 

e Alkipifl9 dAlrllnl brm 
m1n111J&mf(ll syslems 

a fl'Crti899d U!l~ OICOl'hcM 

a Ch!ngng ho~" 

• Recru.-g ad6funal:s8f 



l~i~e~E~"" Health challenges I opportunities 
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COAG's National Reform Agenda-human cap~al-health . 

" A healthy, skilled and motivated 
population is critical to workforce 
participation and productivity, and 
hence Australia's future living 
standards .. " 



National Centre for Farmer Health 
Inaugural Conference 

'Opening the Gates on Farmer Health' 

11-13 October 2010 
Hamilton , Victoria 

For more details visit 

www.farmerhealth.org.au 
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