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Project Title: Dryland cotton growers study tour to USA

Project Commencement Date: 8/8/11 Project Completion Date: 20/8/11

Select Research Program (from CRDC Strategic R&D Plan 2008-2013):
- Please Select One -

Part 2 — Contact Details

Administrator: (Name & position of officer responsible for all
correspondence).

Organisation: (Organisation administering the research project).

Postal Address:

Ph: Fax: E-mail:

Principal Researcher: Geoff O’Neill

Organisation: GK & AL O°Neill

Postal Address: « Jano” Bald Hill Road Narrabri NSW 2390

Ph: 0428 668992 Fax: 0267 938357 E-mail: oneill@northnet.com.au

Supervisor: N/A

Organisation:

Postal Address:

Ph: Fax: E-mail:

Researcher 2 N/A

Organisation:

Postal Address:

Ph: Fax: E-mail:

Signature of Research Provider Representative:
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Part 3 — Travel Report

(Maximum two pages)
1. A brief description of the purpose of the travel.

To study cotton growing and machinery use in dryland and irrigated cotton in America

2. What were the:
a) major findings and outcomes

Pix at first pin square is widely used in dryland cotton to control crop growth
Prototype John Deere stripper baler is operational

Oil and gas wells working in with agriculture

Huge pricing discrepencies between US and Australian seed technology (bollguard)

b) other highlights

Drip irrigation working better than centre pivots in drought conditions in Texas
US crop insurance program underpinning all production and profits

3. Detail the persons and institutions visited, giving full title, position details, location,
duration of visit and purpose of visit to these people/places. (NB:- Please provide full
names of institutions, not just acronyms.)

John Deere Harvester works Moline IL. 1 day factory tour and various farms

John Deere picker works Des Moines IA 1 day factory tour and various farms

John Deere stripper baler demonstration Texas. 2 days inspecting operating efficiencies of
new machines

Mitch Valentine Cotton grower Lubbock Texas. 3 days inspecting dry and irrigated cotton
Ben Guthrie Manager Balmoral Farming Partnership Newellton LA. 2 Days inspecting dry
and irrigated cotton corn and soybeans.

4. a) Are there any potential areas worth following up as a result of the travel?

b) Any relevance or possible impact on the Australian Cotton Industry?
Investigate use of Pix in dryland cotton.Very low rates are being used to control excessive
growth, contribute to increased yield thru better WUE and more efficient stripping, therefore
reducing costs.
Lobby Monsanto to reduce technology costs for dryland growers, which are significantly
higher than our competitors in the US.
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Monsanto should apply End Point Royalty payments regardless of the percentage of
conventional cotton grown.This would be beneficial to dryland growers but would also
encourage more hectares of cotton to be grown.

The technology costs should apply per seed purchased not by area. This would also
encourage more dryland cotton to be grown.

5. How do you intend to share the knowledge you have gained with other people in the
cotton industry?(CRDC can assist with this — please contact Rohan Boehm, CRDC’s
Communications Manager, on your return: rohan. boehmi@crdc.com.au)

This report will be made available for publication and Ian Gourley, our media spokesman
is busting to hit the public speaking circuit!!! !

7. Please only list the expenditure incurred from the funds received from Cotton
Research and Development Corporation. (Double click inside the table to enter the data)

Amount
Date Description excl GST GST Total
e e 0.00
17-8-208  [Accenomirron 36%*4/6‘?' 69447 .
0.00
4§01 DR FARES goco e geo ¢ o0
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
TOTAL|/2 496-49
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