BIOSECURITY

Biosecurity — we all
have a responsibility

Brad Siebert, Plant Health Australia
Susan Maas, CRDC

While Australia’s national quarantine system helps to prevent the
introduction of harmful exotic pests, the threat they pose is still very
real. In addition to the possibility of pests entering via natural routes,
rapid increases in overseas tourism, imports and exports make it all the
more likely that incursions of exotic plant pests will occur. Biosecurity
is the protection of your property and the entire industry from the entry,
establishment and impact of exotic pests. As an exotic can affect everyone,
farmers, agronomists and the community, it is important that everyone plays
a part in biosecurity, preparing for and managing threats.

Anyone going on to farms has a hiosecurity

responsibility

e Come Clean Go Clean - Vehicles, farm equipment and people can
carry pests, especially attached to soil or plant debris. People can even
carry aphids from farm to farm. Clean down between farms, including
vehicles and footwear. Suggest using an on-farm vehicle where possible.

e Spotted anything unusual? - Investigate unusual symptoms and
pests and get them identified. Vigilance is vital for an early detection of
exotic plant pest threat.

Growers have a biosecurity responsibility

e Check your crop frequently looking out for unusual crop symptoms
and if you find anything suspicious, report it immediately. Make sure
that you and your farm workers are familiar with the most important
cotton pests.Don't move the infected material. Gall the Exotic Plant
Pest Hotline 1800 084 881, a dedicated reporting line that will be
answered by an officer from your state department of primary industries.
Early reporting improves the chance of effective control and eradication.
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g.unusual?

e Come Clean Go Clean — should be practiced on all farms regardless
of whether pests or diseases are known to be present. Communicate
your requirements using clear signage to ensure only essential vehicles
and equipment gain access to any growing area. Provide contractors
and visitors with a dedicated wash down area with farmcleanse and a
decent water supply to clean their equipment and tools prior to entry
and exit.

e Visits to farms overseas should be declared on re-entry to
Australia. All clothes and footwear should be washed before returning.
Fungal spores can even be carried in hair, S0 a shampoo is worthwhile.

e Ensure all seed is pest free. This includes cotton and other refuge
and commercial crops. Keep records of all farm inputs just in case.

e Maintain zero tolerance of cotton volunteer plants and other
weeds at all times throughout the year to prevent pests harbouring
there.

Industry has a biosecurity responsibility

Plant biosecurity in Australia operates as a partnership between
governments and industries, with all parties sharing responsibility for
maintaining the integrity and performance of the plant biosecurity system.

Cotton Australia Ltd is a member of Plant Health Australia (PHA),
the national coordinator of the government-industry partnership for
plant biosecurity in Australia. PHA is a not-for-profit company funded
by subscriptions—one-third by the Australian Government, one-third by
state and territory governments and one-third by plant industry members.
Research bodies including the Cotton Research and Development
Corporation have associate membership of PHA.

As part of its preparedness initiatives for the cotton industry, PHA
released the second version of the Cotton Industry Biosecurity Plan (IBP) in
February 2010. PHA coordinated the production of the plan with expertise
provided by Cotton Australia, CSIRO, Cotton Seed Distributors, the Cotton
Research and Development Corporation, Cotton Catchment Communities
Cooperative Research Centre as well as DAFF Queensland and NSW
Department of Primary Industries

A risk assessment carried out during the development of the IBP
identified 12 high priority pests that currently don’t exist in Australia, that

Cotton growers are the key to protecting
Australia’s crops from exotic insects and
diseases like cotton leaf curl virus.

It is important that you are aware of the
risk, and if you spot anything unusual on
your crop you should always check it out
and call your local entomologist,
pathologist or the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline
on 1800 084 881. The call is free (except
from mobiles) and early detection will help
protect your industry.

Visit www.planthealthaustralia.com.au for

further information. .

Department of Agriculture, ~ AUSTRALL
vices and Forestry

! Australlan Government

This project has received funding from the Australian Government
through the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry.

Plant Health

W AUSTRALIA

LOOK. BE ALERT. CALL AN EXPERT. 1800 084 881

H BIOSECURITY - sponsored by



This document is part of a larger publication -
The Cotton Pest Management Guide for Cotton 2014 - 15

The complete document can be found on the CRDC or myBMP web sites
during the 2014-15 Australian cotton season

www.crdc.com.au

or

www.mybmp.com.au

DISCLAIMER

This document has been prepared by the authors for CRDC in good faith on the
basis of available information.

While the information contained in the document has been formulated with all due
care, the users of the document must obtain their own advice and conduct their own
investigations and assessments of any proposals they are considering, in the light of
their own individual circumstances.

The document is made available on the understanding that the CRDC, the authors
and the publisher, their respective servants and agents accept no representation,
statement or information whether expressed or implied in the document, and
disclaim all liability for any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred or arising by
reason of any person using or relying on the information claimed in the document or
by reason of any error, omission, defect or mis-statement (whether such error,
omission or mis-statement is caused by or arises from negligence, lack of care or
otherwise).

Whilst the information is considered true and correct as at 31 August 2014, changes
in circumstances after the time of publication may impact on the accuracy of the
information. The information may change without notice and the CRDC, the authors
and the publisher and their respective servants and agents are not in any way liable
for the accuracy of any information contained in this document.

Recognising that some of the information is provided by third parties, the CRDC, the
authors and the publisher take no responsibility for the accuracy, currency, reliability
and correctness of any information included in the document provided by third
parties.

The product trade names in this publication are supplied on the understanding that
no preference between equivalent products is intended and that the inclusion of a
product does not imply endorsement by CRDC over any other equivalent product
from another manufacturer.
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